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ble of conducting public business, or of exercising
the judgment requisite in the selection of fit per-
sons for the functions of government; the next
male heir, if of mature age, and possessed of the
requisite qualifications, should be considered to
possess an inherent right to represent the sove-
reign authority of the state; and that the British
government would consequently hold itself free to
negotiate with him directly, without any inquiry
whether he derived his authority from the no-
minal and hereditary prince, or otherwise.   Whe-
ther or not Pursajee was incapacitated by the
malady under which he laboured, in the degree
stated, was a point which must unavoidably be
left to the discretion of the Resident, and the
general feeling of those attached to the court.
But supposing this to be the case, then, if Apa
Saheb should be the next male heir in legitimate
succession   to   Pursajee,   Mr.  Jenkins  was  in-
structed to  negotiate with him as the rightful
head of the state, and if practicable, to conclude a
treaty' on the basis of affording the aid of the
British government in support of his just preten-
sions, upon the conditions of a subsidiary alliance.
The utmost caution was, however, directed to be
observed, in ascertaining the precise degree of
Putsajee's incapacity; and some further inquiry
was ordered into the other point, how far the he-
dawns.- of the nephew were recognised by